
SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED Dec. 23 - Jan. 1 (Holiday Recess), 
Jan. 18 (M. L. King Jr. Day), and Feb. 15-19 (Winter Break).

EARLY DISMISSALS on Jan. 15 (11 a.m.), Jan. 19 (2 p.m.), 
Jan. 29 (11 a.m.) and Feb. 9 (2 p.m.).  Details on Page 12.

HCS Musicians Earn All-State Honors

Jackson Howell (trombone) and Jordan Sands (flute) were both named to the 2015 
Junior High Area All-State Concert Band.

By Mark Lungershausen, K-12 Vocal/ 
General Music Teacher

Congratulations to this year’s Zone 
15 Area All-State Music Festival attendees 
from Hinsdale Central School!

Our junior high students attended the 
festival at Hornell High School on Novem-
ber 6th and 7th and our senior high students 
attended the festival at Corning-Painted Post 
High School on November 20th and 21st.  
The music department is extremely proud of 
these fine musicians and their accomplish-
ments.  Bravo!

Caleb Lentz (bass) was named to the 
2015 Junior High Area All-State Mixed 
Chorus.

Story Continued on Page 8
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From the Superintendent….

JANUARY 13, 2016 Budget Reports to Board:
  Operations and Maintenance (including salaries)
  Transportation (including salaries)  
  General Support (including salaries)
  Debt Service 

 Presentation of 2016-2017 Strategic Plan Initiatives 
 Financial Stewardship

 
FEBRUARY 10, 2016 Budget Reports to Board:
  Revenues (including tax cap calculation)

MARCH 9, 2016 Budget Reports to Board:
  Instructional
   Salaries
   Supplies/Textbooks/Equipment
   Athletics
 Final BOCES Projections

 Presentation of 2016-2017 Strategic Plan Initiatives: 
 Budgetary Impact for Academic High Achievement,  
 Risk Management and Safety, The Connected 
 Community, and Student Engagement

APRIL 13, 2016 Completed Budget to Board:
  Section-By-Section Review of Tentative Budget

May 10, 2016 Budget Hearing, 7:00 p.m.

May 17, 2016 Annual Meeting/Public Vote/Election, 12-8 p.m.
 
May 25, 2016 Accept Results of Public Vote

2016-2017 Budget Development Calendar

Writing/Strategic Plan Update
Hello everyone. I would like to take a 

minute to address our continued focus of 
writing.   Writing is a high impact best prac-
tice. It is at the application/synthesis level of 
Blooms Taxonomy and introduces rigor into 
the classroom, at all levels. In addition, writ-
ing is a skill that is acquired over time by the 
students and forces the students to assimilate 
the content information learning and process 
it in order to communicate effectively with 
others. Please refer to the research of Robert 
J. Marzano for literature on the effectiveness 
of writing in the classroom in relation to 
overall student achievement.  

As we enter our second year of school-
wide writing, we have adopted the 6+1Traits 
Professional Development Model.

An Overview of 6+1 Traits of 
Writing

This model of writing provides a system 
for accurate and reliable feedback to students 
as well as a helpful guide for instruction. 
The Six Traits become a scoring guide and 
a tool for writing and using the writing pro-
cess, already established at Hinsdale CSD. 
It also creates a shared vocabulary between 
students and teachers. 

The Six Traits Model is based on the 
following: students learn by reading aloud 
and discussing samples of writing; students 
learn from seeing writing modeled by teach-
ers as well as other students; sharing of 
writing is important; having the ability to 
revise our own work and the work of others 
has strong instructional benefits; and writing 
frequently is very important. In addition, 
the Six Traits Model supports the writing 
process which is already in place at Hinsdale 
CSD. The writing process is as follows: 
prewriting; drafting; sharing writing with 
others; revising; editing; and publishing.

The 6+1 Traits of Writing Components
1. Ideas - heart of the message.
2. Organization - Internal structure or 

central meaning.
3. Voice - Feeling and conviction of 

writer.
4. Word Choice - Use of rich, colorful, 

precise language.

5. Sentence Fluency - Rhythm and 
flow of the language, the way your writing 
sounds.

6. Conventions - Mechanical correct-
ness or spelling, grammar and usage, punc-
tuation and use of capitals.

+1. Presentation - Form and layout of 
the writing piece and its readability.

With the support of professional devel-
opment from CABOCES, our PLC (profes-
sional learning communities) are focusing 
on one trait per month. This is an effective 
way to implement the Six Traits Model. 
After this process is complete, a student 

will be able to use all the traits to create a 
unified piece of writing this is of high qual-
ity and rigor. 

Finally, please go to our website, www.
hinsdalebobcats.org, and click on the link 
to the left called  HCS Strategic Plan… We 
are posting evidence of our completion and 
success along the way, under the five areas 
of the plan. 

Have a great Holiday!

Larry Ljungberg, Superintendent

PARENTS OR GUARDIANS: If you change your phone number at any time during 
the school year, please call and update our School Office.  We need to be certain that 
we can reach you in the event of an emergency.
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The week of Thanksgiving, Supervisory 
Special Agent David Marshall of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation made a visit to Mr. 
Berent’s classroom to talk to seventh and 
eightth graders, along with a couple upper-
classmen.  Special Agent Marshall discussed 
many topics while visiting HCS.  He began 
by talking about his personal journey to 
join the FBI and what factors in our history 
played a role in his decision.  He also spoke 
about the current state of terrorism in the 
world and shared some details about a case 
in which he was personally involved.  He 
also discussed his educational background 
and the importance of seeing your future 
now instead of waiting until your high 
school career is over.  Mr. Marshall stressed 
the significance of striving to be the best no 
matter what career you decide to pursue.  He 
delivered many powerful messages to our 
students, which will likely positively impact 
them academically and professionally, once 
their education is complete.

FBI Special Agent 
Comes to 
Hinsdale
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CTE Olean 1st Quarter Outstanding Students
The Career and Technical Education Center at Olean has announced the 
following Outstanding Students from Hinsdale Central School for the first 
quarter of the 2015-2016 school year.  

OUTSTANDING JUNIORS Alecsy Howell, Animal Science 
(left) and Brianna Kirtz, Culinary Arts (right).

OUTSTANDING SENIORS Daniel MacOmber, Product Design 
and Manufacturing (left) and Dalton Miller, Audio Visual 
Production (right).

Student Council News
The HCS Student Council purchased 

over 2,700 pieces of candy for the PreK-
Grade 4 Parade of Costumes held on 
Friday, October 30.  The students dressed 
in costumes and traveled to designated 
classrooms, where they received treats of 
bubble gum, twizzlers, tootsie pops, sour 
patch kids and Hershey chocolate bars.  It 
was a fun event for all.

Bobcat Bucks were rewarded to 
students last year, who hadn’t “Missed a 
Minute of School.”  Students are able to use 
the alternative money for school dances, to 
purchase a yearbook, and other class activi-
ties.  Bobcat Bucks -- totalling $115 -- were 

added to student class accounts in October 
because several students had not used their 
Bobcat Bucks during the last school year. 

Bobcat Blast is tentatively scheduled 
for Friday, March 18.  The up-all-night (11 
hour) event is sponsored by the Niagara 
Easter Chocolate sale that starts January 4 
and runs for three weeks.  This year, a photo 
booth has been added to the mix of activi-
ties.  Students in grades 7-12 are invited to 
the chaperoned event.  More information 
to follow.

Yearbook News
The cookie dough fundraiser held this 

fall was a big success.  Thank you for all of 

your support.  The yearbook made enough 
money to reduce the pre-sale price of the 
yearbook to $45 this year.  This reduced 
price will be effective until February 29.  
Money must accompany the order to get 
the $45 reduced price on a yearbook.  The 
regular price for a yearbook is $75.   Please 
contact Mrs. Winicki to place your order.  

The winner of the $100 prize for sell-
ing the most cookie dough (25 tubs) is 
Cheyenne Carpenter.  In addition to the 
$100 prize, Cheyenne also earned a free 
yearbook.  Other students earned a total of 
$369 toward the purchase of a yearbook.  
Kristen Chapman and Holly Hughes also 
earned free yearbooks.
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On October 13, 2015, the Hinsdale 
government class welcomed guest speaker 
Dr. Richard Lee.  Dr. Lee currently works as 
a professor of journalism at St. Bonaventure 

University.  Prior to moving to Hinsdale, to 
take on his current career at St. Bonaventure, 
Dr. Lee’s 40-year career was spent in jour-
nalism, government, and academia.  Dr. Lee 

began his career as a rock music critic, and 
moved his way up into political journalism, 
beginning with coverage of a New Jersey 
mayor and leading up to covering the Gov-
ernor of New Jersey.

Dr. Lee brought in numerous pictures 
and artifacts from his time working as a 
journalist.  The items included pictures with 
famous figures such as Yogi Berra and Bob 
Lanier.  He also brought in special journal-
ist passes to major events, including some 
where he was able to see President Clinton 
speak.  He also showed the students special 
items he received while working for the 
governor of New Jersey, such as his parking 
pass, which allowed him to park in areas not 
open to the general public.

Dr. Lee enjoyed an amazing career as 
a journalist, including earning first place in 
the New Jersey Press Association’s 1987 
Better News Contest in the Interpretive 
Writing Category.  During his presentation, 
the students were able to see his passion for 
his career, as well as his talent and expertise.

Student Kiya Porter stated, “Dr. Richard 
Lee appears to be a very humble person.  He 
has accomplished many achievements in his 
life.  He has opened my eyes to all the pos-
sibilities that a career can throw at a person.  
Dr. Richard Lee has had an interesting and 
successful life.”

Keyara Ramadhan commented, “I 
thought Dr. Richard Lee was a very inspiring 
man.  He accomplished so much in life and 
yet seemed so humble.  I hope one day I can 
live an exciting life like Dr. Lee.”

SBU Professor & Former Journalist Visits

Evening Adult Computer Use
The Hinsdale Community Engagement Task Force is pleased to announce there will 

be computers available for adults to use on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8 p.m.  This 
first floor, computer room will be manned 
by a HCS staff member, who is technically 
savvy.  If you are interested in gettomg some 
assistance using a computer or you just need 
to complete something using a computer, this 
opportunity is for you.

This computer lab session is for adults 
only and students in grade nine or above.  
Please do not bring younger students with 
you.  There will be some restrictions regard-
ing printing.
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Shown left to right are: Katherine Lovell (alto II), Michael Chapman (bass I), and 
Olivia Cashimere (soprano II), who were all named to the 2015 Senior High Area 
All-State Mixed Chorus.

More All-State Musicians -- From Page 1

On November 12, the Hinsdale eco-
nomics class welcomed guest speaker Nate 
Smith.  Mr. Smith is the owner of Worth W. 
Smith Hardware and he also serves on the 
Olean City Council.  Mr. Smith spoke to the 
students about the history of his company, 
which remarkably started in 1929 -- during 
the Great Depression.  When many busi-
nesses were failing, his grandfather’s new 
business had a successful start.  Since 1929, 
Worth W. Smith has expanded into several 
locations and has grown significantly.

Mr. Smith brought with him several 
pictures and artifacts from his company and 
their long history.  The students were able 
to visualize the long process of the growth 
of the company.

HCS senior Destiny Bennett offered, “I 
thought that being in that business his whole 
life was interesting.”

This came as a response to Mr. Smith 
telling the students that he has only ever 
worked for one company his whole life.  
Working for the same company has allowed 
him to be a huge part of the growth and suc-
cess of that company.  Mr. Smith claimed 
that one of the greatest parts about working 
in his family business was that his parents 
let him try new things, even if it meant there 
could be failure.

Senior Colin Moran took from the 
lecture, that you should “have courage in 
everything.”

Mr. Smith also talked about the ob-
stacles one faces while running their own 
business, such as hiring, firing, and making 

Mr. Smith Comes to Hinsdale

risky decisions that can either propel your 
business further ahead or backfire.

Mr. Smith emphasized the importance 
of learning a skill to the students, rather than 
simply going to college to get a degree.  He 
believes this will give them a leg up in the 
job market once they are ready to look for 
full time jobs.  He stressed the importance 
of trade skills, such as welding.

Student Nick Illustre said he learned 
“working hard will bring you good success.”

According to Nate Smith, “Success can 
come in many forms, and I think the students 
walked away from his presentation with new 
confidence.”
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HCS Continues With 
“Radiant Readers” Dates

Students in grades 4-12 are invited 
to bring their books and read to the 
Therapy Dog(s) at our school from 
3-4 p.m. on the following dates:

Wednesday, January 13
Wednesday, January 27
Thursday, February 11
Wednesday, February 24
Wednesday, March 9
Thursday, March 31
Monday, April 11
Wednesday, April 27
Wednesday, May 18
Wednesday, May 25

Students in grades PreK-3 are also 
welcomed to attend, but with a parent/
guardian to help with supervision. It is 
a fun-filled event and the dogs love to 
be read to by children and adults.

If you would like more informa-
tion on this event, please contact 
Mrs. Cashimere at 716-557-2227 or 
kcashimere@hinsdale.wnyric.org

Our HCS Community Engagement Task Force . . . 

AT LEFT - Community Engagement Task 
Force Members shown left to right: Tonya 
Moran, Jodie Noll, Mary Parr, Laurie 
Cuddy, Lisa Morrow, Jessica Taylor and 
Scott Bauer.

The Hinsdale Community Engagement 
Task Force (HCETF) has been working 
diligently to include the Hinsdale Central 
School Community.  HCETF Members are: 
Scott Bauer, Laurie Cuddy, Tonya Moran, 
Lisa Morrow, Jodie Noll, Mary Parr, and 
Jessica Taylor (shown at right).

The Task Force noticed there was little 
parking for families who need to attend 
meetings or to pick up a sick child. Four 
parking spaces, right in front of the school, 
are now designated for “Hinsdale Families.”  
Our team hopes this small change will assist 
many families throughout the school year.

This task force has also supported the 
Principal with the Honor Roll Assemblies. 
Parents and other family members are wel-

By Mrs. DeCapua, Mrs. Callen and Mrs. 
Fee

Pre-K and Kindergarten celebrated 
the Thanksgiving Holiday by having a 
“Charlie Brown” Thanksgiving feast with 
their friends.  Students rotated between sev-
eral centers popping popcorn, making toast, 
counting out pretzel sticks and jelly beans, 
and making a Pilgrim hat.  We finished by 
eating our “Charlie Brown” style feast to-
gether with our friends!  We certainly have 
a lot to be thankful for!

We are Thankful!

come to attend this event to see their children 
receive Honor Roll Awards. Stay tuned for 
up-coming dates for the second and third 
quarter Honor Roll Teas.
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The HCS Student Engagement Task Force has engaged 
the entire faculty to provide an “Activity Period” one day 
per month.  Students in grades K-12 generated topics for 
activities they thought would be interesting, and then teachers 
volunteered to oversee one of the suggested activities matching 
their interests.  During an Activity Period, you can find students 
building with Legos or Lincoln Logs, creating music, playing 
basketball, football or sharpening their archery skills. Students 
can also play board games or learn how to care for their nails.  
The Activity Period hour each month has been a huge success!

Activity 
Period is 

a Hit!
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For the third year in a row, the boys and girls modified soccer teams wore pink socks 
during the season.  The players enjoyed the fashion aspect of the socks, and Coach Noll 
and Coach Berent both agreed their players looked great wearing the pink apparel.  
Even more satisfying was the cause both squads supported while donning the socks.  
For every game the players wore their pink socks, they made a small donation to help 
in the battle against cancer.  This year, the teams were able to raise a total of $145.50.  
Half of the money will be donated to the National Breast Cancer Foundation and the 
other half will go to the American Cancer Society.  Great job players!

Pretty in Pink -- 
for Fashion and 
for a Cause . . .

Dear Parents,

The Allegany County League has a new 
scheduling program, which all schools 
in our league will now use.  The program 
will minimize oversights that may occur 
with game times, cancellations, resched-
ules, etc.  In addition, the website is avail-
able to use by coaches, athletes, parents 
and fans -- to view schedules and receive 
notifications when changes are made.  Not 
only will you receive the changes, but for 
any particular game the opposing athletic 
director, coach, time keeper, officials, fan, 
etc., will receive a notification as well.  
This will help to keep everyone apprised 
of changes as they happen.  This program 
will be especially useful during the winter 
and spring sports seasons, when weather 
is more of an issue.

How to sign up for the new program . . .
Step 1 - Go to the web site  
alleganycountyleague.org
Step 2 - From the list, click on “Hinsdale.”
Step 3 - At the top right of the page, click 
“notify me.”
Step 4 - Check the boxes for the sports for 
which you wish to receive notifications.
Step 5 - Click “continue.”
Step 6 - There will be a drop down menu 
asking you how long before games 
you wish to be reminded of the game.  
The box to the right should already be 
checked.  This is very important as this is 
your notification that a change has been 
made.  If it is checked, leave it; if not, 
check it.
Step 7 - Click “continue.”
Step 8 - Fill out all of the boxes.  Be sure 
to read the disclaimer about spam block-
ers.  Your cell phone number should not 
include dashes (it should look like this 
7165572227).  Please be sure to choose a 
mobile provider from the list.
Step 9 - Click “save settings.”
You are now finished!  It will tell you, if 
you left something blank.  A second email 
is not needed.

Please remember your password in case 
you need to get back into the program to 
make changes to your profile.

If you have any problems, please contact 
me at the school: 557-2227, Ext. 420. 
Go Bobcats!

Mark T. Crino, Athletic Director

Fire Inspection Completed
The ANNUAL FIRE INSPECTION REPORT of the Hinsdale Central School 

has been completed.  You are welcome to view these materials and reports anytime 
during normal school hours (Mon-Fri 8 a.m.- 3 p.m).  For questions about the fire 
inspection in our building, please call 557-2227, ext. 403.
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Calendar of events
Dec. 15-18 - PTO Holiday Shop
Dec. 15 - Grades K-6 Elementary Winter Concert, 7 p.m.
Dec. 17 - Grades 7-12 Winter Concert, 7 p.m.
Dec. 23 - Jan. 1 - NO SCHOOL – Holiday Recess -  
       School resumes on Jan. 4
Jan. 8 - Grades 6-8 Spelling Bee
Jan. 8 - PTO Roller Skating Grades Pre-K-3 @ 5-6:30 p.m.,  
     Grades 4-6 @ 6:30-8 p.m.
Jan. 13 - PTO Meeting, 6 p.m.
Jan. 13 - Board of Education Workshop Meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 15 - Grades PreK-12 Early Dismissal at 11 a.m. for
     Staff Development
Jan. 18 - NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Jan. 19 - Grades PreK-12 Early Dismissal at 2 p.m.
Jan. 25-28 - Regents Exams
Jan. 27 - Board of Education Business Meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 29 - Grades PreK-12 Early Dismissal at 11 a.m. for
     Staff Development
Jan. 29 - PTO Bingo for Books, 6–7:30 p.m.
Feb. 3 - Report Cards Mailed
Feb. 5 - Blood Drive, 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Feb. 9 - Grades PreK-12 Early Dismissal at 2 p.m.
Feb. 10 - PTO Meeting, 6 p.m.
Feb. 10 - Board of Education Workshop Meeting, 7 p.m.
Feb. 12 - Grades PreK-6 PTO Father/Daughter Event,
      6:30-8 p.m.
Feb. 15-19 - NO SCHOOL – Winter Break
Feb. 24 - Board of Education Business Meeting, 7 p.m.

Seventh and eighth 
graders  in  Mrs . 
Detweiler’s Family 
a n d  C o n s u m e r 
Science (FACOS) 
class tied blankets 
to be donated to 
the Child Advocacy 
Center in Olean.
New Directions in 
Independent Living, 
with assistance from 
Jeff Capitani, raised 
about $1,500 toward 
the blanket material.  
The students then 
gave of their time and 
talents, right before 
Thanksgiving, to 
produce  30  t ied 
fleece blankets.

Students Give to Others


